Refugee Week 2010
REPORT
Total figures for the week;

13 events in 10 days
863 visitors to Pierian Centre + 20 volunteers who attended events = 883

341 Voluntary hours = £4262.50

182.5 hours paid staff = £2281.25

· Friday 11th June – rigging & Launch of CS Exhibition
Hours:

· Voluntary  18 h (+ JCB  15 h ) : 33 h

· Paid            26.5 h



TOTAL:  59.5 hours

Total footfall:  133 people + vols
Comments:
“Thank you for an inspirational launch-and holding the torch for Bristol to become a city of sanctuary.”- Ursula
Wonderful exhibition , particularly enjoyed the Asylum seekers art downstairs, the children’s project and the map of countries of origin. I hope to come back for some more events too!!

“Thank you, inspiring and thought provoking…??”

“Thank you for a lovely, informative evening.”
“Amazing! Made me feel like I would like to do more art.”

“I really liked the emotions in all the art!”

“I really really like all the art…”

“I like all the art work and it was fun!”

“Thank you so  much for hosting this. The artwork by children was inspiring and moving.”

“What a wonderful work, bless you all!”
“This year’s exhibition is excellent-especially the work of the children from St Michael’s on the Mount school and very much enjoyed talking to Terry and Janet about their work too. Thanks. I Will be going to more Refugee Week events too. ” – Isobel
“Oh Wow again! The Children’s art is so inspiring, I haven’t seen such communicative work from such young people…They must all be very proud of themselves!”

“Very inspiring evening- would selling children’s work help the deficit? (or is it exploitation?)”
“Excellent! very deep and thought provoking. Such profound perspectives from the St Michael’s children. Many thanks for putting it all together!”-Ruth
“I thought it was fantastic and all the art was great! And Ricky and Heather were so nice!”

“Really good!”

“Inspirational as always; such a beautiful place to exhibit.” – Janet Roome

“I have had a very good evening!” – Kalandar

“A very positive and varied and dynamic evening and exhibition. I enjoyed the work and information as much as the people I met-Thank you for this”

“A wonderful display of …??? Work by children, expressing their painful experiences as refugees. Thank goodness they’ve had the opportunity to share their healing journey with us. Thank you June and everyone!”

“A lot of hard work has been put in all that is happening at The Pierian Centre. A big thank you to all the artists and the lovely team of The Pierian Centre who are all a very important part of my life!”

“A very stimulating and tumbling experience!” –Terry Piper

“Brilliant!” –Hannah

“Brilliant children’s work and very moving poems and pictures on 1st floor!”

“Very moving exhibition.”

“Really good, and would like to see more written about why/what from the artists.”

· Saturday 12th June – Zimbabwe Day

Hours:

· Voluntary  
34 h (+ JCB  16 h ) : 50 h

· Paid            
7 h



TOTAL: 57 hours

Total footfall:  196 people incl. vols
Comments:
This is brilliant, much better than most exhibits.
Very moving, powerful and well presented.

What a wonderful world it would be if we all helped each other in this way.

Provocative and point-making.- Roger

Great fun! Thank you!

Thought provoking and certainly starts to give an idea of the ‘gumboot’ culture. Thank you!
It was lovely to meet all my friends again. Thank you – Laura

Thank you! Good to connect with the Zimbabwean spirit.

Thank you, a strong impact and profound sense of symbolic storytelling!

Excellent!

Brilliant!

Really interesting discussion and panel!

Keep up the good work!!

Really enjoyed ourselves and meeting other Zimbabweans  and other people who support us as a community. Thank you very much.

· Sunday 13th June – Queen’s Square

Hours:

· Voluntary  24 h


TOTAL: 24 hours

This day is evaluated by the City Council as we simply have a stall and a presence for the Pierian Centre and City of Sanctuary on this day. It is estimated that over 4000 attended the event.  We got 20 pledges signed for City of Sanctuary and 15 people booked for events at the Pierian Centre during the week.
· Monday 14th June 
Hours:

· Voluntary  20.5 h (+ JCB  15 h ) : 35.5 h
· Paid            27.5 h



TOTAL: 63 hours

1. The Forgiveness Project Workshop

Total footfall:  31 people + vols
Comments:
A powerful workshop and very inspiring. Powerfully illuminating!

Thank you Pierian Centre for an event that informed and elucidated me, giving me also a sign post to maybe my next project! Amazing!

Thanks a lot! Very inspiring.
Important work being done here!

Heartfully, lovingly run. Lots of space for reflection and comments! I would have liked to make creative pieces but I understand limits of time. Was skilful to adapt the session to allow time for questions and deeper reflections.

It was so inspiring to see Camilla speak today. Thanks so much for putting this on.

The forgiveness workshop was inspirational and moving-worth coming from Australia to attend. Thank you –Chris

Thank you for organising the forgiveness workshop. It was down to each and so very real and moving.-Anthea

A very powerful and moving experience. Thank you very much this is something which effects  everyone and events like this go along way to making the world a better place.

2. The Irish Evening

Total footfall:  78 people + vols
Comments:
Thought-provoking. Great to hear it in an English setting.

Very informative and moving.

I found it to be very interesting and enjoyed it very much.

Fascinating evening! Nice mix  of music and poetry and really moving documentary. Thank you.

Refreshed my memory-enjoyed it!

Very informative and well presented evening. Thanks!

Very interesting! Lots I didn’t know and hadn’t previously thought about-about cause and effect, ulterior motives, absentee landlords. Really good to have the contribution on Ethiopia to put it all in contemporary context. Many thanks!

A very moving, sensitive rendering of an emotive subject. Thank you!

Excellent presentation- brought subject to life. Especially the poems and songs related to “real” events. Plus music + dancing – felt very Irish to me!-Grace

A wonderful, uplifting evening. Plenty to think about and contemplate! Brings the Irish “problem” to life. I thought that Latif from Somalia also made the connection to today’s issues of starvation and famine into full focus. Brilliant – well done!
As an Irish man living in England since 1973, this evening is a remembering on another level. Moving here, or maybe anywhere has deep splits with the previous generation- in terms of deeply patriotic sensibilities.
Perhaps other refugees also experience this sense of split loyalty…

Great evening, fascinating stories.

· Tuesday 15th June 
Hours:

· Voluntary  22 h (+ JCB  15 h ) : 37 h
· Paid            27.5 h



TOTAL: 64.5 hours
1. Exhibition

Total footfall:  21 people + vols
Comments:
Thank you very much. It was very good and we hope everyone finds a home ! Children’s art work was amazing too.

2. The Road to Babylon
Total footfall:  39 people + vols
Comments:
It was a very interesting talk, the film was great fantastic- we will definitely be there on the 29th. Poetry was also great. A big thank you to everyone organising it!

It’s nice to come to such a free flowing thoughtful but cosy evening. The conviviality actually expresses the harmony that is an antithesis of ‘clash’ – Edson

Excellent. Pertinent. Right on time. Thank you very much- Catherine.

It was so great to come together and learn and discuss St Paul’s and Bristol, especially as I didn’t know so much history of the are I’ve grown up in. thank you!

A fantastic and interesting debate on a topic very personal to me and it’s great to see and meet so many people who feel the same.

Interesting as someone from Bristol to hear about different ideas and about neighbourhoods.

Amazing film that provided a very thought provoking view on St Paul’s and great poetry as always!
A great reflection of 50 + years of St Paul’s and input for future development.

An eye opening perspective on something that’s always been around me.

Really looking forward to seeing Borja’s movie.

Amazing documentary. I would love to see it all. Interesting to see the whole story of Bristol. I was born here and now I am back.

Very enlightening and thought provoking!

I am lost for words, overwhelmed but in the best possible way.

It was fantastic, we enjoyed it a lot and we hope for  more changes for the future. Thank you!

I really enjoyed the talk and the film and I hope others have learned something from this experience.

Very interesting! It’s a shame that some clips of the movie couldn’t be shown and would love to go to the movie!

Longawaited. Slavery of black people in Bristol discussed in Refugee Week!

A very insightful, informative film. History in the making!

· Wednesday 16th June 
Hours:

· Voluntary  23 h (+ JCB  15 h ) : 38 h

· Paid            30.5 h




TOTAL: 68.5 hours

1. Exhibition

Total footfall:  6 people + vols
Comments:
The art exhibition was stunning too.

Thank you to all who helped in the centre. It’s a great space.
2. The Voice of Children

Total footfall:  35 people + vols
Comments:
Very inspiring and thought provoking. It showed me I have a lot to learn.

Thanks for providing the space and make things happen!

Great workshop – loved the involvement from the kids. Thanks!

Really interesting and eye-opening. Fantastic! Thanks!:)

It was great. Loved it!

3. El Norte film

Total footfall:  48 people + vols
Comments:
Thank you. Wonderful film. Very glad I came tonight-thanks!

Thank you, excellent film and evening.

· Thursday 17th June 
Hours:

· Voluntary  18 h (+ JCB  15 h ) : 33 h

· Paid            27.5 h




TOTAL: 60.5 hours
1. Exhibition

Total footfall:  14 people + vols
Comments:
Very interesting and thought provoking. Such a lovely space to relax and take it all in!

Lovely exhibition, children’s work was great too.

Stimulating stuff. I loved the children’s artwork, amazing talent!

2. Darfur Evening

Total footfall:  73 people + vols
Comments:
Thank you for sharing your lives with us! And such a good spirit!

That was lovely!

Well hosted and well presented. Continue to focus, highlight and celebrate all!

Thank you very much, a fantastic evening and very moving!

A fantastic evening, great to see some Sudanese. 

What a fantastic evening, entertaining and very very informative-just lovely!

An uplifting event full of joy and hope. Thank you for letting this happen.

Very interesting evening. Amazing opportunity to learn about other cultures.

Really impressive!

Very interesting . I wish I would have stayed longer.

Very nice evening.

It was a wonderful evening and a great way to meet Sudanese people you might have never thought of introducing yourself to. Such a lovely and friendly people.

I just loved the children( was very interesting and touching to hear the stories and “get to know” the area! Thanks to everyone.

· Friday 18th June – Spotlight on Iran


Hours:

· Voluntary  27 h (+ JCB  15 h + Ghazaleh 12 h ) : 51 h

· Paid            22 h




TOTAL: 73 hours

Total footfall:  110 people + vols
Comments:
Wonderful display- inspirational! Needs more advertising- more people should be aware of all that you do! –G

I think it was a perfect event. Thank you- Samed
Thought-provoking and inspiring.

It was a lovely evening.

Amazing- more of the same plus more again next year. It was enlightening and awakening awareness!

It was wonderful. I did enjoy it. Thanks ( 

Emotional… loved the experience, thanks!

Amazing evening of culture and joy. Thank you!

What a great evening! We had such a good time and loved exploiting the Persian themes. Thanks so much- Fariba

Interesting and unusual!-Ruth

It was very nice, thank you!

Lovely atmosphere-thanks!

What a lively and talented groups of artists and dancers. Thanks!
Wonderful!
Thought provoking – film of Bakhtiari migration never to be forgotten.
Very enjoyable evening indeed. The book reading and launch was great. The documentary was thought provoking and delivered the message of the day effectively.-Sian

I wish I could stay longer. Perhaps next year I will come back several evenings.

I really enjoyed the film and discussion. It was great.

What a lovely place. Excellent food and we’ll be back soon.

Wonderful exhibition and performance. I will be with you in the future. Thank you- Shafan

A very worthwhile event. A very relaxed atmosphere.
· Saturday 19th June – 
Hours:
· Voluntary  25.5 h (+ JCB  14 h) : 39.5 h

· Paid            14 h




TOTAL: 53.5 hours

1. Exhibition and children

Total footfall:  42 people + vols
     2. Final Symposium
Total footfall:  37 people incl. vols
Comments:

A great exhibition , great work and some very inspiration pupils.

The performed thoughts of children throughout, always surprises and makes one think…

Large Flipchart sheets
Religions – feed barriers but also forums for people to meet
Creating spaces for people to tell their stories e.g. schools and media, e.g. St. Judes

Primary Schools – Focus for rebirth of community

Schools as a place for coming together

Schools – wasted resources kitchens / playing fields could be a focus for coming together

Responsible media

Fact finding missions in other EU cities – but findings are ignored – city council need to join up what they can do.

Recognition of foreign degrees so refugees / asylum seekers can use their skills here e.g. vets in the foot and mouth

Mental healthcare services access – healing the invisible scars as well as the visible – Distress gets in the way of joining in

Give opportunity to people to train / learn skills – dignity. Think of long term benefits rather than short term loss

Paying people ridiculous amounts of money

Find compassion

Cost / value / investment

If not then time

Opportunity for us to teach other languages

Find out from the people we are learning about what they want

Emotional support, especially women on their own with language difficulties.

Live somewhere

£35 food voucher

Challenge to our assumptions

Small pieces of paper

Sanctuary individual areas against legislation

Open up school / playgrounds

Primary schools are in all our communities and should be used to renew our communities around our shared responsibility to bring up our children

Gang of 4

Mental Health – Walk in centre  no appointment / counsellors available

Working permission from H.O whilst individual applications sorted. Contribute to society, use skills

Asylum as a temporary option. Port in a storm when fear for life / liberty/ denial.

Centres of immigrants are seen as ‘problem’ issues

Transport ??? do better ref.?

Like the wide vision

Need for all to shift

Divided city

City of Sanctuary – our way

Bristol – unorthodox

Celebration of differences

Trades

Integration into what?

Barriers

Religions

Media

Leadership

Education
· Sunday 20th  June – De-rig exhibition

Hours:

· Voluntary  5 h (+ JCB  6 h) : 11 h

· Paid            15 h




TOTAL: 26 hours

· Music Room comments

Very evocative- especially the children’s work showing how much they had thought about these issues.
Very powerfull and moving work! Especially impressed with children’s work!

The comments, the pictures speak for themselves.

I am very impressed, loved it!

Extremely good, art gallery worthy

I love the emotion in all the pieces / art work

It gets better every year – well done!

Wow – I am really impressed. You have all thought so carefully about how to depict and imagine feelings. Well done

This is probably the most moving exhibition I have ever been to – beautiful work and so powerful!

I think the work is really good and interesting – Beth

I love it – Freya

The work is so interesting and visually fascinating. Thanks for making it and showing it. – Isobel

This work inspires me to carry on doing this interesting art and it is so beautiful!

This is a brilliant exhibition, much more meaningful than bigger exhibitions in museums.

Very powerful and thought provoking – Nicole

Inspiring art; inspiring words. Congratulations to pupils, treasure this school.

So far, Very – Thought provoking, sad, unsure, fear, oppressive, depressing, disturbing, fear, dark. The actual premises are very welcoming and warm. People really want to help. Even the beauty is very sad – A lot of industry and talent has gone into the presentations – Tells a huge tale of oppression past and present. – Christine

Lovely work by schoolchildren – Wendy 

Like Hamza’s comments re. ignoring negative comments, etc.

So many profound thoughts and images from such young people – really inspiring and thought provoking – Chandra

Very moving exhibition of thoughts and feelings of these talented young people and expressing them through a diversity of images showing to us the depth of feelings it’s made possible through creative art. Well done – Patrick

Moving and thought provoking!

A very real representation, visual and verbal. Simple and more powerful for it.

A brilliant exhibit of art – the thoughts should be gathered together in one place. They sound biblical!

What a wonderful opportunity the children seem to have been given, to consider feelings and situations.

This show is excellent. The work is genuinely moving which shows that the kids intensely experience whatever is happening around them and can express it without inhibition. Their teacher must be very inspiring – Jane

It’s wonderful how the children can put their thoughts and ideas and emotions into the art pieces. It is insightful and moving. Anne

These pieces are the work of truly inspired individuals. Full of soul and sadness – hopefully some of which has been released in the creation of such beauty. – Rae

This is one of the most moving, powerful, deep, exhibition I have ever seen. It makes me weep to know how important it is for the children to have the chance to describe all that they truly feel and to know what they are feeling. These children must surely grow into humane and whole human beings. Thank you.  – Christine

Thanks for everything, I really enjoyed and interested. Farzaal

Fascinating film and exhibition. Many thanks. 

Fantastic! Art is more precious than gem – Massoud

Sure fire!

A wonderful show. Such strong and capable expressions. Really moving to see such fantastic art work from the children of St. Michaels on The Mount. Thank you.

A very moving and powerful exhibition. What creative imaginations. Thank you.

Touching and beautiful, what wonderful work and so good to see the opportunity for these children to express themselves through art. Thank you.

Well done to all the artists – such talent and creativity (
The exploration of feelings has been done sensitively and imaginatively and the children’s results are quite amazing. Well done!

· Banner comments

I am learning about Refugee Week at the moment in Barton Hill School. It’s very interesting. It’s nice to see your banner, it lets everyone know what’s going on here – Sarah

I notice the banner every night on my way home from work. I think it is to do with Afghanistan but not sure. I think it’s great someone is trying to help – Jimmy
It’s good it shows everyone what’s going on here and it reminds people what’s going on in the world today and what has been happening for years it’s about time we put a stop to it. And your sign reminds people I think it’s great.
· E-mail Comments
Just to say how inspirational the launch was, and the exhibition.....I was deeply moved by the work the children did.

Thank you, and your fab team, as ever for making such a contribution to us all, and the pressing issues of integration.

From: MCCARTHY, Kerry <MCCARTHYK@parliament.uk>
Subject: FW: Refugee & Migrant Justice Charity
To: "'forwardm17@yahoo.co.uk'" <forwardm17@yahoo.co.uk>
Date: Monday, 21 June, 2010, 15:03

Dear Forward , 
You will recall that during the panel debate at the Refugee Week Zimbabwe Cultural Day, the speaker from the Zimbabwe Association raised the disturbing issue of the potential closure of Refugee & Migrant Justice , a firm which does  such valuable immigration advice work with asylum seekers. The organisation is sadly facing closure due to financial difficulties because  of delays by the Legal Services Commission in paying their legal aid costs.  This means that  it can take up to two years to receive money for work done.
In response to concerns expressed  at that meeting,  I  have signed  an Early Day Motion  on the topic, and have also taken part in an urgent debate in Parliament last week (see below for details). Please feel free to pass on this information to anyone who you feel might be interested.
Best wishes,
Kerry.
 

EDM 191 
REFUGEE AND MIGRANT JUSTICE CHARITY
09.06.2010
Lucas, Caroline 
That this House notes that the legal advice charity Refugee and Migrant Justice (RMJ) is in danger of closing because it is facing a cash crisis because a large proportion of legal aid work is now paid upon completion, meaning payment can take anything up to two years; further notes that as a result the charity has a £1.8 million backlog of payments; further notes that senior legal and human rights experts, faith leaders including the Archbishop of Canterbury, Citizens Advice, Liberty and Mind all back the campaign to rescue the legal advice charity from the cash crisis that is not of their own making; is aware that RMJ is not asking for new money but simply prompt payment of legal aid by the Legal Services Commission, or failing that, interest-free loans by the Government to cover the gap; and calls for the legal aid payment system to be changed to ensure charities are paid promptly for their work."
