Comments from Refugee Week June 2009

LAUNCH – Friday 12th June.  
‘Great event June - really inspiring and thought provoking. Thank you.’
‘A very positive event, very hard not to hear and take in with a tear! But full of love and hope for doing and acting.’

‘Such an inspiring centre that brings people together in an open and caring way.’

‘Every time I come here is a return to my true self.’
‘Surprising, interesting, rewarding.’

‘Never been here before – fascinating and inspiring.’

‘Nice very to spend a Friday.’
‘Sanctuary and peace to all those persecuted by any regime let alone culture, and free be all our passports free from tyranny.’

‘This is always such a great place to be in. Thank you again.’
‘Very impressed by children spoken words and amazing art work. Thank you for a very thought-provoking, well-organised and enjoyable evening!’
‘Brilliant.’

‘Great to be for connecting of everyone.’

‘Always inspiring and humbling!’

‘Thank you for a warm special evening. Giving a voice to thoughts and feelings!’

‘I think it was great!’

‘I think lots of people should come here because I have had a really great time. Very impressed about the organization of the event as a whole.’

‘Fantastic – as ever!’

‘A most enjoyable, inspiring and moving evening – thank you for holding the space for it.’

‘Thanks June, hopeful as always.’

ART AND HUNGARY FILM EVENING – Saturday 13th June.  
‘Inspiring – roll on next year.’
‘Very enjoyable.’
‘We especially appreciate the eye-opening aspect of your exhibition. Thank you.’
‘Very interesting. I appreciated it.’
‘A fascinating and thought provoking collection of pictures and stories! It was good.’
‘Really enjoyed it, especially Behnaz’s work.’
‘Lovely really good to take time out, of me, and to think of others. Thanks’
‘Fascinating – as ever. THANK YOU!’
‘Really moving documentary: events as they were. Nothing better.’
‘Enjoyed it very much.’
‘Very calm and inspirational atmosphere and attitude.’
‘Thanks for the opportunity to learn something about the events in Hungary. Helps me to understand more of my past.’
‘Thank you very much for a thought provoking event – look forward to more in the future.’
‘I really liked the short film REFUGEE ENGLAND. It portrayed the things we take for granted in our own homeland. A wonderful portrait of Londoners seen from another’s perspective.’
‘Very interesting to hear others experiences – both films were very good in their different ways.’
FORGIVENESS PROJECT WORKSHOP (2pm) AND SAMEBOAT PROJECT – Monday 15th June.  
‘It was superb. Thanks’ – Jo Alexander
‘It was really beautiful.’
‘Excellent, mini-workshop encourages more questions (!) and a great opportunity to really consider the whole concept of forgiveness. Many thanks.’

‘Wow! It was incredible it was powerful and moving – informative and a wonderful exceptional workshop. Lets get them in more often.’

‘I was moved by the workshop – learning to talk about forgiveness is essential!’

‘It was shocking and informative.’

‘Thought provoking, inspiring.’

‘Great information, beautiful artwork. Hope to see more like this soon!’

‘Forgiveness is a gift.’

‘Very informative and thought provoking.’

‘Absolutely incredible – thank you.’

‘Made me just that little bit more hopeful – thank you!’

‘A really fascinating workshop/forgiveness I am taking away o many ideas and questions and look forward to learning more – thank you!’
‘My head is spinning with the variety of exhibitions and the thoughtfulness and talent that has gone into them.’

‘I think this is going to be fab – will confirm afterwards!’

‘That was really good. I hadn’t expected it to be so moving. Thank you to everybody involved in it!’
‘Quite intense and thought provoking. Great that they are setting sail for real! Excellent.’

‘Very powerful play, funny, disturbing, thought provoking and well preformed.’

‘Fantastic, moving play – and the food was sublime!’

‘Really good. I love you both – spot on thanks.’

‘Fantastic determination, walking the walk and living the dream – very inspiring!’

‘So utterly inspiring and world changing, the world will be different with this happening – dawn of a new era!’

‘The forgiveness project has tremendous value to benefit healing, create awareness and promote understanding and empathy. May it long continue.’
‘Gave me much food for thought, nourishment for my soul and reasonable will if there be such a thing to work on my issues which arose within.’
SCHOOLS DAY AND IN CONVERSATION WITH THE ARTISTS – Tuesday 16th June.  
‘Behnaz, your work is absolutely beautiful, I like the new style. Tom King’s work is very powerful and accurate of the experience of many refused Asylum Seekers. Wonderful exhibition and programme covering a range of issues. Well done Pierian Centre Team (’

‘Very excellent - staff friendly and helpful.’

‘A very stimulating and thought provoking evening.’
‘My second fantastic evening at the Pierian Centre, keep doing what you are doing.’

‘Very interesting and engaging.’

‘Interesting to talk and ask questions of the artists and their work. I have learnt a lot from the exhibition. Very information, engaging and revelatory! The exhibition is so varied and effectively articulates the varied facets of the refugee experience without any brow beating! More please!’

‘Was a fantastic evening, make me happy. Thanks’

‘Shame this is only once a term. It was brilliant to hear the artists express their souls.’
‘Thanks for this opportunity: varied and fascinating work.’

‘Amazing experience, not been here before and will definitely be looking out for more events. Thank you to all participators!’

‘Lovely presentations of talk. Wish it could happen more often!’

‘Nice pictures and lovely meeting interesting people with their own interesting stories.’

‘Loved the reaction to my film and the painting, very good conversations. People want to buy the film.’

CHILDREN IN DETENTION CENTRES – Wednesday 17th June
 ‘Beautiful house and interesting exhibition.’

‘Beautiful house and interesting exhibition.’

‘Very moving and frustrating. Artwork was varied and showed more than words.’

‘Big fan of Behnaz. Good luck! Lovely work.’

‘Shame there wasn’t more art, the art was moving though.’

‘Powerful, moving – more asylum seeker/refugee artists?’

‘Very moving. Loved the map. The bedroom makes me feel uncomfortable – probably a good thing!’

‘Very inspiring talk – action required!’

‘Thank you Trudy for the courage to tell your story. It is very powerful and hearing it has taught me a lot, and given me the knowledge I needed to speak out against detention centres, and to take action.’ 

‘Thank you for showing a personal (i.e. not headline-driven) understanding of this issue that is happening HERE, in Bristol, NOW, to LOTS OF OUR NEIGHBOURS.’

‘A wonderful, unique house in a place that needs it. Warm and welcoming. Doing important work.’

‘I didn’t know anything about detention and children - and I have learnt a lot and will do more research. Hopefully do my bit!’

TRAFFICKING WORKSHOP AND FILM – Thursday 18th June.  
‘Thank you for the heightening my awareness of what life is like for a refugee in Britain I will do all I can.’
‘Very good exhibition, food great, thank you.’

‘Thank you for sharing. May prayers be heard.’

‘It was a great afternoon. Very useful for understanding trafficking issues.’
‘An amazing introduction to the topic, which showed the myths and focused on the human story.’

‘Moving and inspiring, as always – but this is BIG.’

‘Was very informative and interesting.’

‘Makes you realize (again!) how lucky we are! Well done.’

‘Very interesting and informative.’

‘Really interesting and informative.’

‘Very interesting and stimulating!! Lots to follow up with!!’

‘Another useful afternoon.’

ZIMBABWE DAY – Friday 19th June.  
LUNCH & GUMBOOT AND FILM
‘Lovely lovely lunch.’
‘Wish I could have stayed longer – next year I must put whole day aside.’

‘Wonderful!’

‘Great! Great fun, perfect style.’

‘Thank you so much! Original.’

‘Great lunch, love the muses!’

‘Everyone is always so pleasant and friendly in this building – lovely lunch and exhibition.’

‘Great lunch – thank you!’

‘Everything has been great.’

‘Everything’s been great looking forward to eating home food tonight.’

‘Very entertaining.’

‘Lots to learn and see and meet, sorry I couldn’t stay longer.’

‘Fantastic film. Very interesting.’

‘REALLY INTERESTING – loved unframed paintings in bedroom and the rest.’

‘Film room – was super – liked the DVD in the basement.’

‘The dancing was fun and the film was great!’

‘Wonderful film, what an amazing lady.’
‘Don’t worry that you’re preaching to the converted – I was converted but now I’m determined to do more!’

SUPPER & DEBATE

‘Thank you for the lovely food and it was a shame to miss gumboot dancing with Cecilia – I’m still on the 2006 wall of fame!’

‘The food was absolutely deliciously, thank you all, the pictures and words were moving too.’

‘Thank you for the fantastic meal. It was delicious and also the film was very informative and showed that it is possible to do great things with a little help.

‘Very informative. Good to know the cause isn’t lost!’

‘Great food and an enlightening evening. Thanks.’

‘Really exciting and useful! Thanks.’

‘Interesting talks and really interesting film shows.’

‘Fantastic xxx.’

‘Wonderful day!’

‘Fabulous! Thanks for a great time and amazing food!’

‘What a fab party! I loved dancing and everybody was so friendly. I like to see the Zimbabwean dance and party-style!’

‘Many thanks for this amazing Zimbabwe evening.’

‘We enjoyed very much tonight, hope this event continues in the future.’

‘Amazing energy and spirit…More food next time! Xxx’

‘I had a very lovely time I hope to have more food times like this keep it up.’

‘Thank you for a really lovely evening. I hope to see this again (soon).’

ART EXHIBITION & PHILIP GROSS AND REUBEN LENKIEWICZ – Saturday 20th June.  
‘Very impressive.’

‘Very impressive.’

‘Great to see you are continuing to support refugees in this way in Bristol!’

‘The personal stories are what makes this for me so strong – the exhibition takes time and focus and listening, and that is what we all need to do. I am so fortunate and did not know what can happen to refugees in our country. Thank you.’

‘We really enjoyed it.’

‘Moving – thought provoking – laid out well.’

‘I found the building and the exhibits equally interesting – thanks!’

‘Interesting. My 1st visit here and I’ll definitely come back. Thanks x.’

‘Lovely evening: more poetry reading, please. (’
‘’Wonderful evening, first time here and will definitely be back.’

‘Many thanks once again, a great opportunity to learn and enjoy – will be seeing some of you again tomorrow I’m sure, keep up the good work!’

‘Thank you for a warm welcome and inspiring evening (’

‘Looking forward to many more Refugee Weeks in years to come.’

‘Had a really nice time, thanks Reuben and Philip.’

‘An evening to remember; glad I came!’

‘Thank you.’

‘Wonderful night!’

‘Very enjoyable and good combination of poetry and music.’

